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Subject:     "Food  Outlook  for  '^5"    Information  from  Office  of  Marketing  Services. 


Farmers,  business  men  and  housewives  alike  are  asking  what  the  food  prospects 
are  for  19^5-    Briefly,  the  food  picture  for  the  new  year  looks  very  much  like 
that  for  19^.    Stepping  right  up  to  the  national  dining  table  we  can  see  a  few 
minor  differences. 

When  the  meat  courses  are  served  -  more  beef  and  less  pork  will  probably  be 
brought  to  the  table.    Meat  supplies,  especially  pork,  were  enough  for  civilians 
this  past  year.    The  average  person  in  this  country  ate  close  to  1^-5  pounds  of 
meat  during  the  year,  which  is  high.    In  the  five  year  period  before  the  war  we 
averaged  only  126  pounds  per  person  per  year.    But  in  19^5  we  will  probably  eat 
on  the  average  -  more  meat  before  the  war  but  less  than  last  year.    But  hens  are 
laying  eggs  so  efficiently  that  housewives  may  get  about  as  many  eggs  this  year 
as  they  did  last . 

When  it  comes  to  dairy  foods ,  it  looks  as  if  we  may  have  even  less  butter 
than  wa  had  in  lykk  .    However,  the  supply  situation  stems  directly  from  the  demand 
for  fluid  milk  which  has  reached  record  levels,  and  probably  will  continue  to  be 
very  large.    Cheese  and  evaporated  milk,  which  are  necessary  war  foods,  are  also 
likely  to  fall  short  of  civilian  demand.    Unless  the  war  requirements  change 
materially  from  present  levels  civilians  will  get  less  lard.     In  general  though 
j    about  the  same  amount  of  shortening  and  edible  oils  as  were  used  in  V^kh  will  be 
marketed  in  19^5- 

Although  canned  fruits  will  continue  hard  for  the  civilian  to  buy,  prospects 
are  bright  for  plenty  of  canned  fruit  juices.     In  spite  of  the  Florida  hurricane, 
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the  crop  of  fresh  citrus  fruits  will  run  about  as  large  as  it  was  year  "before  last. 
When  it  comes  to  apples,  pears  and  plums,  accurate  predictions  are  hard  to  make 
this  far  ahead. 

Even  a,  close-up  of  the  vegetable  picture  is  a  tit  hazy  because  so  many  'if s' 
tend  to  blur  the  view.    Tile  progress  of  the  war  and  the  whims  of  the  weather  direct- 
ly influence  the  supply  of  vegetables  -  both  fresh  and  canned.    Last  year  we  ate  a 
lot  of  fresh  vegetables.     If  the  weather  is  favorable  and  if  Victory  Gardeners  suc- 
ceed as  well  as  they  did  last  year  -  fresh  vegetables  will  likely  be  plentiful.  The 
supply  of  commercially  canned  vegetables  on  the  grocery  shelves  may  fluctuate 
throughout  the  year/ 

Cereal  products  have  been  generally  plentiful  for  the  past  year  -  and  judging 
from  the  size  of  the  grain  crops  in  19kk  it's  safe  to  assume  that  no  shortages  in 
these  lines  will  occur  in  19^5 • • » .with  the  possible  exception  of  rice  for  part  of 
the  year. 

Crop  goals  for  the  new  year  are  high.    $]b  one  knows  when  the  war  will  end-- 
and  no  one  can  be  certain  how  much  food  our  armed  forces  will  need.    The  Nation  can 
afford  to  take  a  chance  on  a  little  extra  -  but  no  one  wants  to  be  caught  short  of 
enough . 

The  farmers  have  achieved  records  of  production  in  the  last  four  years  that  l:av 
have  never  been  duplicated  in  the  history  of  agriculture.    Of  course,  the  weather 
helped.    And,  of  course  soil  conservation  methods,  better  equipment,  more  fertilizer 
and  intensive  crop  plantings  -  all  have  helped  to  produce  more  food. 

Let's  unroll  a  map  of  the  United  States.    Take  a  look  at  our  farm  country. 
Comparedtto  the  years  before  the  war,  we  had  8  percdnt  fewer  people  working  on  the 
farms  in  19^^-  -  yet  they  produced  about  35  percent  more  food.    Farmers  made  it 
possible  to  feed  not  only  our  military  forces  better  than  any  armed  men  have  ever 
been  fed  before  -  but  we've  also  been  able  to  send  food  to  England  and  to  Russia  - 
as  well  as  to  the  people  who  were  liberated  a3  the  war  progressed.    On  top  of  all 
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that  we've  had  enough  food  for  civilians  to  eat  7  percent  more  than  they  did  "before 
the  war.    That's  an  achievement  to  he  proud  of.    And  as  long  as  Americans  are  fight- 
ing on  either  a  western  or  a  far  eastern  front,  food  supplies  must  continue  to  "be 
t    ample  for  military  and  civilian  needs. 


Civilians,  having  eaten  more  food  and  a  greater  variety  of  foods  -  especially 


fruits  and  vegetahles  -  during  these  war  years,  will  want  to  continue  eating  well. 
And'  if  satisfactory  economic  conditions  prevail  after  the  war,  it's  safe  to  assume 
that  homemakers  generally  will  want  a  wider  variety  of  foods,      Looking  ahead  at 
trends  in  eating  habits,  note  the  food  activities  in  ±9kk  that  will  affect  our  eat--- 
ing  in  19^5.    One  of  the  valuable  Food  Orders  that  will  carry  over  until  six  months 
after  the  war,  requires  that  white  bread  shall  be  enriched  with  thiamin,  riboflavin, 
niacin  and  iron.    Another  ruling  specifies  that  margarine,  if  fortified,  must  con- 
tain the  same  amount  of  vitamin  A  as  butter. 

Another  law  passed  in  19^  which  reaches  into  19^-5  is  the  School  Lunch  Bill. 
BJ*  appropriating  50  million  dollars  Congress  encouraged  schools  that  needed  finan- 
cial help,    to  serve  lunches  to  the  children.     In  addition  to  the  benefits  that  re- 
sult:- from  eating  better,  the  children  learn  to  like  more  foods,    And  they  are 


quick  to  pass  their  knowledge  along  to  the  ro?t  of  the  family.     Improved  diets  for 
people  in  general,  are  pretty  sure  to  follow. 

Thousands  of  war  workers,  too,  have  eaten  better  this  past  year  as  a  result  of 
the  Government's  industrial  feeding  program.     In  the  factories  and  shipyards  where 


eating  places  were  not  available,  cafeterias,  lunch  rooms  and  canteens  are  supplying 
•«  .food  to  the  workers.    As  a  result  factories  report  less  sickness  among  employees 


and  a  bigger  production  record. 

All  of  these  changes  in  the  civilian  eating  pattern  during  the  past  year  are 
certafcnto  be  reflected  in  the  food  styles  of  19^5. 


